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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT o100y Canter 2100

Art Unit: 2181

Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

Dear Sir:

Responsive to an Office Action mailed March 6, 2003, with a one month period for
response, the applicants elect claims 1-16 and 29-34, designated as the first group of claims, for'
continued prosecution in the present application. The present response is being filed on April 7,
2003, which is believed to be timely, in view of April 6, 2003, falling on a Slinday.
Consequently, no fee is believed to be due in connection with the filing of the present response.

The applicants are simultaneously submitting an Information Disclosure Statement
including seven US Patent references, which were cited as part of an International Search Report.

A copy of the PCT Search Report is similarly included. In connection with the submission of an
IDS, no fee is believed to Be due, as the IDS is being submitted prior to a first action on the
merits. The applicants note, that a requirement for restriction, generally, does not constitute a
first action on the merits, please see MPEP 810. Consequently, the simultaneously submitted

IDS is being filed prior to a first action on the merits.
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However, in the event that a fee, in connection with the filing of the present response, and
simultaneously submitted IDS, is deemed to be necessary, the Commissioner is authorized to

charge the fee to deposit account 50-2117.

Respectfully submitted,
Rader, Sheila M. et al.

Lawrence J. Chapa
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